
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
   

Important Dates  
to Remember 

 January 2: Our monthly meeting, 
Woody’s, Farmingdale, NJ,  
7:30 PM. 

 January 13: “The Gathering,”  
our annual planning meeting, 
Woody’s, 4:00 PM. Bring along 
your 2013 club event ideas. 

 February 28: 2013 membership 
dues are due. See membership 
form on last page (unnumbered 
page). 
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“It’s not just a club;  
    it’s an attitude.” 
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My 60-Year Love Affair with the Allard J2X  
Lindsey Parsons 

 

 

The Allard J2X was a 
car designed for high 
performance 
throughout. Only 83 
were ever built. It has a 
rugged rail frame 
supporting a very 
spartan light aluminum 
body and a semi-
independent 
suspension system. It 
utilizes a deDion rear-
end arrangement and a 
split-beam front axle. 
High-performance 
Alfin-manufactured 
aluminum brakes are 
employed inboard on 
either side of the 
differential in the rear 
and are oversized on 
all four wheels. The 
Allard J types were 
offered with several 
different engines, but 
the most successful 
ones in international 
racing were powered 
by the Cadillac 331, 
usually modified to a 
high-performance 
status. Three-speed 
Lincoln transmissions 
were also usually 
installed. The result 
was a car that weighed 
only a few pounds over 
one ton with up to 300 
horsepower. Needless 
to say this was a truly 
dazzling performance 
combination for any 
cars of that early 1950s 
era. These machines 
were great race 

April 1953: Lindsey in his first Allard J2X (#3147) shortly after delivery. Photo  
courtesy of Lindsey Parsons. 

 

 winners back when 
they were introduced 
and played a dominant 
role in the sports car 
racing scene up to the 
mid-1950s. 
 
It seems that I acquire 
an Allard J2X about 
every 50 years! I 
purchased my first one 
(#3147) new early 
in1953 and used it 
exclusively for about a 
year and a half before 
regretfully selling it 
upon entering pilot 
training in the USAF 
late in 1954. During 
that time I developed a 
great affection for the 
car, which I used as my 
only transportation and 
also raced at several 
national Sports Car 
Club of America 
(SCCA) events, 
including the Watkins 
Glen Grand Prix in the 
autumn of 1953. In the  

intervening years of 
family and career 
building I always held 
hopes of someday 
purchasing another 
Allard.  
 
That happy event 
occurred in 2001 when 
I was able to buy my 
current Allard J2X 
(#3077). This machine 
had left the factory in 
October of 1952 and 
was shipped to a 
California dealer. It was 
equipped with the usual 
Cadillac 331 engine 
with a three-speed 
Lincoln transmission. It 
is believed to have 
been raced locally in 
California, and its first 
known owner was 
"Tiny" Gould in 1975. It 
later passed through 
the Don Marsh 
Collection and then  
 
Continued on page 2 
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Continued from page 1 
 
traveled back home to 
the UK in the late 
1980s where it was 
club raced and featured 
in an article in Classic 
& Sportscar magazine. 
 
Since purchasing the 
car, I have driven it 
some 26,000 miles 
around the country. It 
has always been driven 
in the same 
configuration it has 
been shown in, that is, 
without a top or 
windshield. In many 
ways driving the car 
over long distances is 
more like motorcycling 
than automobile 
touring. One's greatest 
wish in summer trips is 
for the presence of light 
rain as that helps 
defray the considerable 
heat one is exposed to 
from the floor/firewall, 
 

the hot transmission at 
one's side, the 
relentless wind, and the 
sun. It's all worth it, 
however, for the fun 
that motoring in the car 
always is. The machine 
is astonishingly fast 
with acceleration 
performance that is 
remarkable at any 
speed. One must 
throttle the car gingerly 
when passing, for 
example, as traction is 
easily lost with throttle 
bursts, even at speeds 
exceeding  
the very high ones 
encountered on our 
Western interstates. 
 
In #3077 I have made 
round trips to Florida, 
Texas, and twice to the 
West Coast and have  
participated in three 
1000-mile rally tours, 
 

including the wonderful 
Colorado Grand, which 
is considered the finest 
invitational classic car 
tour event available in 
the United States. The 
car has also been 
shown two times at the 
Amelia Island 
Concours and 
numerous local shows, 
including the annual 
PEDC shows in Spring  

 
 

Lindsey’s current Allard J2X (#3077). Above left: Lindsey, shown in the middle, greets 
enthusiastic spectators at the 2011 Monmouth County Concours d’Elegance, Holmdel, 
NJ. Lindsey won a best in class award at their 2012 event. Above, right, two photos: 
Lindsey leaving our 2012 Father’s Day show in Spring Lake Heights, NJ. Right: #3077 
at our 2011 “Brits on the Beach” show in Ocean Grove, where it placed first in the  
Other British Sports Cars class and also won Best in Show. Below: Shown at our 2011 
Father’s Day show. Closeup of the Allard badge. 

Lake Heights and 
Ocean Grove. It has 
also appeared twice at 
the Monmouth County 
Concours and the 
Pittsburgh Concours 
among several others. 
It has received 
numerous prizes at 
these events and 
always seems to attract 
interested and 
interesting viewers.@ 
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From the Driver’s Seat 
Mark Berkowsky, President 

 

 

“. . . we are already 
planning the 2013 “Brits 
on the Beach” car show 
in Ocean Grove. We 
have been confirmed 
for Saturday, 
September 21st.” 

Our LBC has been put to bed for the 
winter after a quick end to the driving 
season. Sandy gave us all a jolt, and 
we hope that those of you who are 
located along the coast were not too 
adversely affected. We know some of 
our members incurred damage to their 
homes and LBCs. Our supportive 
thoughts go out to you.  
 

The snowy northeaster that followed 
Sandy reduced the attendance at our 
last regular meeting of the year, but 
there were some brave souls who 
made it to Woody's in November. Our 
trip from Cranbury wasn't too bad, but 
on the way home we slogged through 
12" of snow and a few downed trees 
and wires. Some of my passengers 
said they saw camels running through 
the snow, but I doubt that. Strange 
weather creates strange sightings. We 
hated to say goodbye to Woody's for 
the season until we return in January.  
 

We just attended our annual 
Christmas/holiday party at the 
Breakers Hotel in Spring Lake, with 
good food and drink as well as music 
provided by our deejay. The 
attendance was great, and we had a 
spirited pirate game with gifts selected 
and moved around by each of the 
participants. The game was hosted by 
Bob Canfield, ably assisted by John—
call me Jack—Kelly. A big thank you 
to Jeanne and John Miller for 
organizing the event.  
 
One of the highlights of the evening 
was naming our Member of the Year. 
Bob Canfield was given a certificate 
from PEDC for his "exceptional efforts 
in promoting the purpose of the club 
through his organizing and 
participation in yearly events and as 
chairman of the ‘Brits on the Beach’ 
car show." Thank you, Bob, for all 
your efforts this year.  
 
The "Gathering" will be held at 
Woody's on Sunday, January 13

th
,  

at 4:00 PM. This special get-together  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

is when we plan events for the 
upcoming year. We hope you can join 
us to provide suggestions for drives, 
shows to attend, ice cream runs, 
impromptu dinners, rallies, tech 
sessions, or other events. It's also 
another excuse to socialize and have 
some food and drink with your fellow 
members.  
 

In addition, we are already planning 
the 2013 “Brits on the Beach” car 
show in Ocean Grove. We have been 
confirmed for Saturday, September 
21

st
.  If you have any suggestions for 

changes and improvements to the 
show, please e-mail them to me, since 
we will be setting up our 
subcommittees shortly, again under 
the capable leadership of Bob 
Canfield.  
 

January marks the time to renew your 
membership. The Club Directory is 
issued every year, listing paid-up club 
members, with their addresses (and  
e-mail addresses) and their LBCs. In 
order to issue it early in the season 
(when we take our cars out of 
hibernation) we need a listing of paid-
up members. The cut-off date will be 
February 28

th
, so please pay your 

dues of $15 early this year. The 
membership application and renewal 
form is the last page of this newsletter, 
and we will continue running it in the 
February and March newsletters.  
Lastly, don't forget our first meeting of 
the year, January 2nd at Woody's.@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos of Mark, 
above, and 

Mark’s Spitfire, 
right, taken 

during our 
PEDC drive to 
Lewes, DE in 

May, 2012. 
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From the Navigator’s Seat 
Bob Canfield, Vice President 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“For the first week or 
so everyone in my 

neighborhood was in 
a daze. We were 

without power, and 
even though some of 
us had generators we 

had trouble getting 
gas to run them.”  

 

 

Sandy 
Sometime during the last 20 years, 
network news, including the weather 
forecasts, became more focused on 
ratings than content. Big storms and 
natural disasters put them in the 
spotlight, and like a football analyst, 
they cited statistics to build a case for 
the worst aftermaths. We were glued 
to the broadcasts, but after a while we 
did not really believe the extent of 
outcomes that they painted. Then 
came Sandy. Forecasters were pretty 
accurate with this devastating storm, 
but many (including me) dismissed the 
more extreme predictions as 
embellishments. In my case it did not 
matter much since my home is about 
two miles inland, but for many near 
tidal water the results were 
overwhelming. The storm created 
extreme water surges that swept away 
homes, boats, and businesses. 
 
About a week after Sandy we saw 
utility trucks from Detroit Edison 
working on the downed lines in our 
area. Everyone was out offering them 
coffee, snacks, and thank you’s. 
There were plenty of crews from  
all over the USA that left their homes 
and families to come help turn on our 
heat and lights. We owe them for their 
perseverance. A few weeks later I saw 
a caravan of 25 trucks from Tampa 
Electric heading back home. Many 
cars were honking and giving thumbs-
up as they passed. I was one. 
 
For the first week or so everyone in 
my neighborhood was in a daze. We 
were without power, and even though 
some of us had generators we had 
trouble getting gas to run them. We 
heard radio reports that told of 
devastation along the shore and bay 
areas, but without TV or newspapers 
we felt disconnected. Cell service was 
very spotty, so even communicating 
with friends and relatives was difficult.  
 
Two weeks after the storm I visited a 
home in a lagoon community in 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Manahawkin to offer some advice on 
a water-damaged Spitfire to a weary 
homeowner. I was shocked at the 
scene. Everything from inside the 
homes was stacked beside the curb. 
There was a feeling of despair in the 
air—and these were far from the 
hardest hit areas. At least these 
homes were still on their foundations. 
Like everyone I have now seen the 
pictures and heard the stories. My 
prayers and thoughts are with those 
whose lives have been upended by 
this event. At the same time I am 
inspired by the human spirit. There 
are countless interviews of storm-
affected residents who are thankful for 
their health, families, and friends. I am 
reminded of a line about the human 
race in the movie Starman: “You are 
at your very best when things are 
worst.”  
 

PEDC Stuff 
 
The Gathering will take place soon at 
Woody’s, Sunday, January 13

th
, at 

4:00 PM. This is the time to show up 
and share your ideas for drives, ice 
cream runs, shows, and maybe an 
impromptu dinner. There are plenty of 
members to help you organize your 
event, so don’t let that get in the way 
of a good suggestion. The more you 
get involved with the club the more fun 
you will have.  
 
The time for winter LBC projects has 
arrived. If you have any interesting 
plans please let us know. Your 
endeavors may be the recipe for an 
interesting article for the newsletter, or 
maybe there is another member who 
has some helpful hints for you. PEDC 
members represent a ton of 
experience and often have spare 
parts, unconventional wisdom, and 
tools squirreled away that can support 
your winter tinkering.@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bob emceeing the pirate game, above, at our 
2012 Christmas/holiday party. Bob’s Spitfire, left, 

leading us on a drive last summer. 
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Minutes of the PEDC General Meeting of November 7, 2012 
Submitted By Jay G. Helt, Secretary 

 

2012 was a very good year for your club. We had a record 
number of members, and our meetings—with the exception of 
Sandy's intrusion in November—have shown great attendance. 
If by chance you are reading this and have not attended a 
meeting recently, then why not make it a New Year's resolution 
to come out for 2013. Join the 60 or so of your fellow members 
who do make the trek for a good time, good food, and good 
camaraderie.  
 
As far as the finances are concerned, we have just about broken 
even for the year. Our balance as of November 28

th
 was 

$3,429.07, which is a couple of hundred dollars higher than 
where we started in January 2012. For those interested, I would 
be happy to discuss where our monies were spent, but suffice it 
to say our largest operating expenses for the year were the 
newsletter, supplies, website, insurance, and the membership 
directory. Finally, as a friendly reminder, please remember to 
send in your registration form with 2013 dues so we can get an 
early start on updating the directory and begin the new year on 
a solid footing. Spring is only four months away!@  
 
NOTE: See the last page of this newsletter for our current 
membership form. Membership dues are due by February 28

th
. 

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM by President Mark Berkowsky, with 17 members present . . . and 10” of snow!  
A motion to accept the minutes of the October 3, 2012 meeting was made, seconded, and approved by all present.  

 

Introductions. There were no new members present. 
 

Treasurer’s Report. Treasurer Andy Moutenot reported that we are still in great shape with a current balance of $3,999.89. 
 

Newsletter. No report, as our editors were snowbound. 
 

Regalia. Karen Moutenot distributed the regalia orders and thanked members for their purchases. 
 

Old Business. Vice President  Bob Canfield reported on the Reliability Run that he and Jack Kelly participated in starting 
Friday September 19

th
.  There were 15 teams in the run, and $8,000 was raised for the charity. Bob and Jack drove 720 miles 

in Bob’s Spitfire from Friday to Sunday. Tom and Alice Albertalli reported on a fun ride they had with Ken and Carol Kyle to the 
Frenchtown Inn in place of the canceled Lighthouse Run. VP Bob reported on his trip to “Brits at the Village” at Peddlers 
Village, Lahaska, PA. They had lunch at the Porterhouse, and Bob took first place in the Spitfire class. 
 

New Business. VP Bob mentioned that Buddy Moglia is selling his Rolls Royce if anyone is interested. Rodney Ford 
mentioned that Joe Laudisi lost some of his cars during the hurricane. The Christmas Party will be Saturday, December 1

st
 at 

the Breakers Hotel in Spring Lake. Those interested should contact Jeanne Miller. We currently have 16 couples signed up. 
 

The next regular meeting is Wednesday, January 2
nd

, 2013, at 7:30 PM. There is no regular meeting in December as the 
Christmas/holiday party is held in lieu of it. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 PM. A huge snowball fight broke out in the parking lot, initiated by Canfield. No injuries 
reported.@ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Treasurer’s Desk 
Andy Moutenot, Treasurer 
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America’s British Reliability Run (ABRR) ~ October 19-21, 2012 
Peter Cosmides 

 

 

 

posted on this Facebook page, 
https://www.facebook.com/ 
ReliabilityRun. 

 
This year the run started in Clinton, 
NJ, so on Friday evening after we 
secured our hotel rooms for the 
night, we all met at Chelsea’s Pub 
in nearby Lebanon, NJ for the 
Friday Night Kick-off Banquet. This 
gave everyone an opportunity to 
meet and greet the other 
participants and to receive the 
route maps along with car placards 
and stickers. Saturday morning 
brought some very British weather, 
dark, foggy, and misting. The 15 
cars staged in the hotel parking lot 
were split up into two groups to 
help manage the caravan-style 
driving. As the early morning 
darkness gave way to brighter 
skies, the clouds and fog cleared 
and we settled into some beautiful 
fall weather that would stay with us 
for the entire weekend.   

 
The route used all back, country 
roads and wound nicely through 
northern NJ and up into NY State. 
After crossing through beautiful 
Harriman State Park on some 
fantastic sports car roads, we 
crossed the Hudson and made our 
way into Connecticut for the day’s 
first destination, Lime Rock Park. I 
should add that while in the area of 
the Hudson, three members (TR6, 
GT6, and MGB) of the Brits on the 
Hudson car club were waiting 
along the planned route to join in 
our caravan. The two driving 
groups made it to Lime Rock Park 
within a half-hour of each other. 
While we waited for our turn to 
circle the racetrack, we all grabbed 
a quick lunch. As promised  
we all staged together for a 
“chaperoned” tour of the race 
track, running three laps at a 
moderate pace. 
 
Continued on page 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recently I participated for the 
second time in the America’s 
British Reliability Run (ABRR), 
which is a charity drive organized 
by several British car enthusiasts 
in eastern Pennsylvania and 
central and southern New Jersey. 
Participating in this year’s run were 
25 people in 15 British cars, all 
members of at least one of the 
following clubs: the Delaware 
Valley Triumph Club (DVT), the 
Positive Earth Drivers Club 
(PEDC), or the British Motor Club 
of Southern NJ (BMCSNJ). More 
history of the Run can be found on 
this website, http://www. 
britishreliability.org/ index.htm, 
and, if you’re a Facebook user, 
there should be some pictures 
from this year’s event  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“After crossing 
through beautiful 

Harriman State Park 
on some fantastic 

sports car roads, we 
crossed the Hudson 

and made our way 
into Connecticut for 

the day’s first 
destination, Lime 

Rock Park.”  
 

 

Running laps at a moderate pace at Lime Rock Park. All photos for this article courtesy of Peter Cosmides. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/%20ReliabilityRun
https://www.facebook.com/%20ReliabilityRun
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  Continued from page 6 - ABRR 

 
Back on the road for more driving, 
we took Route 7 through the 
Massachusetts Berkshire 
Mountains and up into Bennington, 
VT for a group tour of the 
Hemmings Motor News famed 
vintage gas station, car museum, 
and editorial offices. We were met 
at Hemmings by Richard 
Lentinello, who, among holding 
other titles, is the editor-in-chief of 
Hemmings Sports & Exotic Car 
magazine. Richard is a car nut to 
the max and also a TR 
enthusiast/owner. He gave up 
some of his personal time to meet 
with us and was a very gracious 
host. After our caravan spent 10 
hours and about 350 miles on the 
road it was time to head west to 
Latham, NY and Saturday night’s 
hotel for a much needed dinner, 
shower, and slumber. 
 
On Sunday morning, again at the 
crack of dawn, we all staged in the 
hotel parking lot, split into our now- 
familiar groups, and hit the road. 
The plan for Sunday was to stop 
and visit a private collection of 
Lotuses (Loti); however, the owner 
was called away at the last minute 
and could not host the group. So 
the day’s plan was simply to enjoy 
the scenery as we headed south 
along the back roads of upstate 
NY. One particularly nice section 
was Route 30 along the Pepacton 
Reservoir between Margaretville 
and Downsville, NY. There were 
no commercial or residential 
buildings along that stretch of 
highway, and it was a very scenic 
and twisting road along the 
reservoir. Our group of seven cars 
stopped in Port Jervis, NY for 
lunch and from there slowly 
disbanded into smaller groups as 
we all went our own separate ways 
toward our respective homes.  
 
Ragtops and Roadsters of 
Perkasie, PA was an ABRR 
sponsor along with Motorcar  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Garage. Dave Hutchison from 
Ragtops drove along in the rear of 
the second group in the company 
van and enclosed trailer in case of 
any breakdowns. He even had his 
Miata in the trailer to provide a 
replacement car to anyone who 
broke down. Motorcar Garage was 
represented by yours truly in my 
1974 MGB GT V-8, along with my 
son, Joe, in his 1971 MGB GT. We 
provided the tour hats to each Run 
participant and helped with event 
promotion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Run group racked up roughly 
700 miles, and you’ll notice there  
was no mention of cars broken 
down along the side of the road or 
late-night hotel-parking-lot repairs. 
Well, that is because there were 
NO troubles among the 15 cars. 
That’s a total of 10,500 trouble-
free, reliable miles! So I guess we 
made our point on this Reliability 
Run. The organizers promise to 
hold another Run, and I urge fellow 
PEDCers to consider participating 
in this fun driving event.@ 
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  The America’s British Reliability Run (ABRR) PEDC Teams 
 
 

 

Team GT-Black 
1974 MGB-GT V8 
Peter Cosmides, Driver & Owner 

Team Dakota 
1980 Triumph TR7 
Jim Mustacchio, Driver & Owner 
Wayne Simpson, Co-Driver 
 

Team Spit & Stout 
1966 Triumph Spitfire 
Bob Canfield, Driver & Owner 
Jack Kelly, Co-Driver 
 

Team Run Bonnie Run 
1960 MGA 1600 
Russ Sharples, Driver & Owner 

Team Viking 
1964 MGB 
Reg Savoy, Driver & Owner 
Phil Spillane, Co-Driver 
 

Team Master Cylinder 
1972 Triumph TR6 
Bruce Schechter, Driver & Owner 
Perry Weiner, Co-Driver 

“Brits at the Village” Show ~ Lahaska, PA    
 

 
On October 13, 2012, The Philadelphia MG Club hosted its annual “Brits at the Village” show at Peddler’s Village. Roughly 20 
PEDCers attended the event. Bob Canfield took 1

st
 and Rich and Jean Kohlhepp took 2

nd
 in the Spitfire/GT6 class; new 

member Barry Shandler took 1
st
 in the rubber bumper MGB class; and John Kosztyo won 1

st
 in the “Other” class with his Morris 

Minor pickup truck. 
 
 

 

Top row: Barry’s first in class award. 
The show field, sporting numerous 

MGs and other British marques.  
Mike and Linda Browne’s Riley Elf. 
Bottom row: An electric-powered 

TR6. Barry’s 1979 orange MGB. Also 
attending the event were Tom and 

Alice Albertalli (MGB); Joe and Maria 
Laudisi (Jaguar); new member Roger 
Williams (Jaguar XJS); and Mac and 

Loni McConnell (TR3). John and 
Carol Kosztyo arranged a nice lunch 

at the Porterhouse.  
Photos, courtesy of Barry Shandler,  

are continued on page 21.  

Participating in this year’s ABRR 
were 15 teams of 25 British car 
enthusiasts. Collectively the teams 
raised about $8,000 for the 
Shriners Hospitals for Children in 
Philadelphia. The PEDC sent six 
teams who raised about $3,800, 
or nearly half of the collective 
donation. The word is out that 
there may be another ABRR in the 
near future since this year’s Run 
was so successful. We will keep 
you posted through the newsletter. 
 

Team photos courtesy of 
http://www.britishreliability.org/tea
ms.htm. Photo of Team Viking 
courtesy of Carol Kyle. 
 

http://www.britishreliability.org/teams.htm
http://www.britishreliability.org/teams.htm
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Christmas/Holiday Party 2012 ~ Spring Lake, NJ 

 

 

 

Top row: Rich and Bev Kugele looking 
very festive in their holiday red. This 
Mini object changed hands several 
times during the pirate game until it 

reached its final owner, John Kosztyo, 
who got to take it home. Middle row: 

Andy Moutenot, sporting a red 
Christmas bow tie, won a set of 

flashlights. Jim Spring in his ho-ho-ho tie 
looks happy with his gift. Jack Kelly 

does his best James Bond pose 
alongside a lifesize British phone booth, 
part of the decorations left from another 

party—very fitting for our British car club 
gathering! Bottom row: Ian Robinson 
had gifts stolen from him several times 
during the pirate game. Paul Johnson 

and John Miller enjoying the festivities. 
.  
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  Christmas/Holiday Party 2012 ~ Spring Lake, NJ (Continued) 

 

 

 

Top row: Joan Kinney had no trouble keeping up with Jack Kelly on the 
dance floor. First lady Nadine and President Mark Berkowsky sitting down 
for dinner. Bottom row: The Moutenots—Treasurer Andy and Regalia 
Manager Karen. At the end of the evening President Mark presented Vice 
President, “Brits on the Beach” Show Chairman, and Christmas/Holiday 
Party Emcee Bob Canfield with the Member of the Year Award for his 
outstanding support to the PEDC in 2012—a well-deserved award! 
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Bertie the 1924 “Bullnose” Morris Cowley 
Ian Robinson 

 

 
Meet Bertie, a 1924 “Bullnose” Morris Cowley made in England during the 
booming inter-war years of the British motor industry. Bertie’s first owner 
drove him sparingly and garaged him in 1939, leaving to go to war and 
never to return. There he sat in his garage for almost 60 years before 
being acquired by Geoff Bull, an official of the Bullnose Morris Club 
(BNMC) http://www.bullnose.org.uk/. Geoff undertook a full mechanical 
restoration but evidently wasn’t interested in the cosmetics, and he sold it 
on to Russell Jackson in 2009 who completed the cosmetic restoration. I 
purchased the car from Russell in 2012 and had Bertie shipped to New 
Jersey. I am his fourth owner. To my knowledge he is one of only two 
examples in the USA, the other one residing in Florida. 
 

Bertie is fitted with the original Hotchkiss 11.9HP 1548cc 4-cylinder side 
valve engine and drive train, and an SU carburetor from a later 1927 
model. He left the Cowley assembly line fitted with a Smiths carburetor,  
 

Continued on page 12 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bullnose.org.uk/
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Continued from page 11 – Bertie 
 

which I have and intend to reinstall. Originally his wooden body would 
have been finished in “Elephant Gray” with the fenders and running 
boards in black, and the petrol tin on the driver’s side would have been 
finished in bright red with the inscription “Shell Motor Spirit.” One day I’ll 
return him to his original color scheme. 
 

Bertie is a 2-door, 4-seat Cowley tourer model  and sold in 1924 for 
around £195. There was also a 2-seater model that sold for around £175. 
 

About Morris Motors 
Although not well known in the USA, Morris Motors  
was a dominant British car manufacturer assembling  
cars from OEM parts and selling them under the Morris  
brand. The company was founded in 1912 by William Morris  
in Cowley, England. At that time the bestselling car in England, as in the 
US, was the Model T Ford. However, by the mid-1920s the Morris Cowley 
was outselling the aging Model T, and Morris never looked back. 
 

There is a connection between Morris Motors and a British brand that we 
PEDC members are familiar with, MG, which stands for Morris Garages. 
MG, founded in 1924, was the performance division of Morris Motors and 
was the personal property of William Morris until it was folded into Morris 
Motors proper in 1935. 
 

Morris Motors went on to amalgamate with Austin in 1952 to form the 
British Motor Corporation (BMC). The British car industry was increasingly 
plagued by industrial relations issues and financial problems. In 1966 
BMC merged with Jaguar Cars, the resulting combine being known as 
British Motor Holdings Limited or BMH.  In 1968 BMH merged with 
Leyland Motor Corporation to form British Leyland Motor Corporation. The 
last car produced under the Morris logo was the long-forgotten 1984 
Morris Ital. The Morris brand is now owned by SAIC, a Chinese company. 
 

About the Bullnose Morris 
All the Morris cars of that era were assembled from components 
manufactured by other companies. Notably the 1913 drive train was 
originally from the Continental  Motors Company of Detroit, MI. Over the 
ensuing years many changes were made to the vehicle’s components. 
During WWI the supply of Continental engines dried up, forcing Morris to 
find other sources, and eventually Morris struck a deal with a French 
armaments company, Hotchkiss et Cie, who had a factory in Coventry—
and no work. He contracted with them to make a replica of the 
Continental drive train, and production ramped up rapidly. In the pre-WWI 
years production was just a few hundred vehicles a year, but by its peak 
in 1925, production had risen to over 50,000 vehicles and it was the best-
selling car in Britain! 
 

Survivors 
Even today there is a thriving interest in these iconic and very solidly 
made cars. The Bullnose Morris Club has over 700 members, most of 
them owners. The majority of the cars are in the UK, but there is a large 
contingent in Australia and New Zealand. A few exist in Continental 
Europe and South Africa, with just a handful in the US and Canada.@ 
 
Previous page photos: Ian and Sue pose with their newly acquired Bertie, top. Bertie poses 
in Derbyshire, England shortly before he was shipped to Ian, bottom. Photos courtesy of 
Ian Robinson. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The Dublin House, an original, authentic Victorian structure 
pre-dating the Civil War, is one of Red Bank’s most historic 
landmarks, located at 30 Monmouth Street. Photo courtesy  
of yelp.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Dublin House ~ Red Bank, NJ 
 
To get our minds off Hurricane Sandy, Ken and 
Carol Kyle hosted an impromptu dinner 
November 15

th
 at The Dublin House in Red 

Bank. We had a great turnout of 23 PEDCers 
and had the upstairs to ourselves, complete 
with a cozy fire adding to the ambience. 
Everyone had a super time. Joining us were 
new members Martin and Pat Torbert of Little 
Silver and Barry Shandler, Howard Dohrman, 
and Julie (short for Julian) Wilner of Monroe 
Township. It’s wonderful to see our newest 
members coming out to club events. 
 
Now that the 2012 LBC driving season has 
wound down, and some of our snowbird 
members are heading to warmer climes for the 
winter, we hope to continue our PEDC tradition 
of scheduling occasional  impromptu dinners 
over the next few months. It’s a great way to 
stay connected over the winter and share in 
our camaraderie beyond our monthly meetings.  
Typically we gather during the week, often on 
Thursday nights, since most restaurants are so 
crowded on weekends.  
 
If you’d like to host an impromptu dinner, it’s 
easy! First select a restaurant, date, and time. 
Then make a reservation with the restaurant. 
Next, send out an e-mail blast to our members 
a few days before, through Wayne Simpson 

wayne@last-chance-garage.com. Finally, call 

the restaurant the night before (or the morning 
of) with a final headcount .@ 

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:wayne@last-chance-garage.com
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  British Car Parts/Memorobilia Swap Meet ~ Maple  Shade, NJ 
Peter Cosmides 

 
 

 

The British Car Parts flea market hosted at 
Motorcar Garage was a success. We had about 
20 vendors set up in the parking lot and ready to 
sell by the advertised start time of 10:00 AM. The 
weather was clear but a bit chilly, which is 
expected in November. Many of the buyers used 
the opportunity to get their British cars out for a 
morning ride. As a 1

st
 year event I think we can 

call it a success, though we could have used 
more buyers! Many of the transactions that took 
place were among the sellers. Perhaps next year 
we will not have had a destructive hurricane the 
week before and more folks from the shore will be 
able to attend. Thanks to all of you who did 
attend, and I expect we will host this event again 
next year for all the area British car clubs.@ 
 

 
 
 

Top: Sellers gather in front of Motorcar Garage, Maple Shade, 
NJ, to sell and swap their British car parts. Middle: Hosts Peter 
and Ann Cosmides, owners of Motorcar Garage and members 
of both the PEDC and the British Motor Club of Southern New 
Jersey, set up refreshments for swap participants. Bottom: 
More parts and memorabilia.  Photos courtesy of  
Peter Cosmides. 
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A Bit of Nostalgia: The First PEDC Newsletter, November 1990 

 

 

 

From the archives of long-time PEDC member Jim Spring comes this three-page premier issue of the Newsletter of the No 
Name Sports Car Club, November 1990, Issue #1, Jim Lowda, Editor. Appended to the newsletter was a four-page Tech 
Session article by Mike Ash from some MG publication. So began the communication for our club, founded in 1990 and 
incorporated in 2010. Our newsletter has come a long way from those early days prior to digital technology! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The cover, featuring handwritten 
lettering, cut-and-pasted artwork, 
and a clever design for the mailing 
label. We’re not sure what the top 
artwork represents: it looks like an 
Austin-Healey Sprite appended to 
an MGB GT. 
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A Bit of Nostalgia: The First PEDC Newsletter (Continued) 

 

 

 

As you can see from this 
typewritten page, our 
Positive Earth Drivers 
Club (PEDC) evolved 

from “The South Jersey 
Monmouth/Ocean County 

Jersey Devil Knockoffs 
Positive Ground Dynamo 

Princes of Darkness 
Chapter of Club 

Britannia.” Perhaps we 
should think about 

reintroducing the official 
Healey Beer Wagon, 

which might be great to 
have along at our club 

events! Who seconds the 
motion?  
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A Bit of Nostalgia: The First PEDC Newsletter (Concluded) 

 

 

 

Even back then members 
were encouraging each 
other to get involved in 
club events. Incidentally, 
the entire newsletter, 
including the four-page 
technical article, was 
printed on the backsides 
of the stationery for 
Northeast Sport Fishing 
of Point Pleasant, NJ. 
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 Calendar of Events for 2013 
NOTE: If you know of any British car-related events beyond  

our own PEDC events, please alert us and we will include them here. 

  
 

 
 

 

January  
    2 Wednesday, PEDC monthly meeting at Woody’s,  

Farmingdale, NJ, 7:30 PM.  

  13 Sunday, “The Gathering,” our annual planning  
meeting, Woody’s, 4:00 PM. 

February   
    6 Wednesday, PEDC monthly meeting at Woody’s,  

Farmingdale, NJ, 7:30 PM. 

March  
    6 Wednesday, PEDC monthly meeting at Woody’s,  

Farmingdale, NJ, 7:30 PM. 

    9 Saturday, Motorcar Garage Open House and  
Tech Session, Maple Shade, NJ, 10:00 AM. 

April  
    3 Wednesday, PEDC monthly meeting at Woody’s,  

Farmingdale, NJ, 7:30 PM. 

May  
    1 Wednesday, PEDC monthly meeting at Woody’s,  

Farmingdale, NJ, 7:30 PM. 

June  
    5 Wednesday, PEDC monthly meeting at Woody’s,  

Farmingdale, NJ, 7:30 PM. 

  16 Sunday, Annual PEDC Father’s Day show,  
Spring Lake Heights, NJ, 10 AM – 1 PM.  

July  
    3 Wednesday, PEDC monthly meeting at Woody’s,  

Farmingdale, NJ, 7:30 PM. 

August  
    7 Wednesday, PEDC monthly meeting at Woody’s, Farmingdale, NJ, 7:30 PM. 

September  
    4 Wednesday, PEDC monthly meeting at Woody’s, Farmingdale, NJ, 7:30 PM. 

  21 Saturday, 16
th
 Annual “Brits on the Beach” show, Ocean Grove, NJ,  

10:00 AM – 4:00 PM. 

October  
    2 Wednesday, PEDC monthly meeting at Woody’s, Farmingdale, NJ, 7:30 PM. 

November  
    6 Wednesday, PEDC monthly meeting at Woody’s, Farmingdale, NJ, 7:30 PM. 

December  
    ? Annual Christmas/Holiday party (in lieu of monthly meeting). Venue and time  

TBD. 

Note: For 2013 British car events, visit the Little British Car Company, Ltd., http://www.lbcarco.com . 

 

2012 photos at Woody’s, clockwise from top:  
A quiet Saturday morning at Woody’s, August 18

th
, 

prior to our drive to the NJ Vietnam Veterans’ 
Memorial and Museum in Holmdel (Bob Canfield, 
drive organizer). Reactivated members Rich and 
Bev Kugele at our August 1

st
 meeting, wearing 

their name tags. One of four large sheets used at 
our annual planning meeting, “The Gathering.” 
This year’s Gathering is scheduled for Sunday, 
January 13

th
, so bring your ideas and help us plan 

another great year of meetings, drives, shows, 
tech sessions, ice cream runs, parties, and more.  
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.lbcarco.com/
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Photo courtesy of Mike Kusch 
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Tools for Lending  
If you have a unique, seldomly used specialty tool that you would be willing to share with other club members, let us know, 
and we’ll post it here. This is an opportunity for members to help members. Below are the tools that are available: 
 

From Bob Canfield (Spitfire), joisuzu@optonline.net (Note: some new tools added) 

 valve spring compressor  rear hub removal tool for Spitfire and GT6  
 small tubing bender  leather/vinyl hole punch set  
 compression/timing/dwell kit   

   

From Richard Meyers (MGA), agentmanremjr@gmail.com 

 1-ton engine crane with load leveler  ½-inch-drive torque wrench  piston ring compressor 
 1,000-lb-capacity engine stand  clutch alignment tool (10 spline)  U-joint removal tool 
 oxy-acetylene torch  wire-wheel hub removal tool  camshaft tach-gear removal tool 
 17-piece heavy-duty slide hammer kit  valve compressor  3-jaw and bolt pullers 

 
From Scott Erichsen (TR4), josco@optonline.net, manual tire changer 

 

From Rich Kohlhepp (Spitfire), krak1904@hotmail.com, Triumph Spitfire spring compressor 
Note: Rich has manufactured a specialty tool to replace the coil over shocks on a Spitfire. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 

 

 

  Show your club spirit! To order the items below, contact Karen Moutenot, Regalia Manager, at kamouts@comcast.net or 
call her at 609.655.0554. All items are supplied to us through Fourth Gear, Ltd. Below is the current price list: 

 

Official PEDC Regalia for 2013 ~ Price List 

    
CLUB APPAREL PRICE OTHER CLUB ITEMS PRICE 

 T-shirt, short-sleeve crew neck $17  Grille badge $20 
 T-shirt, short-sleeve crew neck with pocket* $19  Lapel/hat pin $  4 
 T-shirt, long-sleeve crew neck $19  Windshield sticker $  1 
 Golf shirt, short-sleeve $26  Marque patch $  5 
 Denim shirt, long-sleeve, woven, button-down* $31  PEDC logo patch $  6 
 Denim shirt, short-sleeve, woven, button-down* $31  Tool bag, mechanic, canvas* $22 
 Sweatshirt, long-sleeve crew neck $24  Picnic blanket, water-resistant, red plaid* $21 
 Sweatshirt, long-sleeve hooded zip-up* $42  PEDC clock (or marque clock)* $10 
 Sweatshirt, long-sleeve hooded zip-up (larger than XL)* $51 

 
* Denotes special-order item. All special-order item 
prices may include additional shipping costs if not 
ordered with a bulk club order. Add $2 for club apparel 
in sizes larger than XL; add $10 for a 2nd logo. 

 

 Wind jacket, long-sleeve hooded* $27 
 Wind jacket, long-sleeve hooded (larger than XL)* $32 

 Baseball cap, unstructured $14 
 Visor $14 

 

mailto:joisuzu@optonline.net
mailto:agentmanremjr@gmail.com
mailto:josco@optonline.net
mailto:krak1904@hotmail.com
mailto:kamouts@comcast.net
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The Terminal Post 
 

Editor 
Carol Kyle 

 

Technical Editor 
Ken Kyle 

 

 
 
 
 

 
The Terminal Post is the newsletter of the Positive 
Earth Drivers Club (PEDC), a nonprofit, all-marque 
British car club founded in 1990 and incorporated in 
2010 in central New Jersey, USA. Our newsletter is 
published monthly, except in December. The goal of 
the PEDC is to preserve, maintain, restore, drive, 
and otherwise enjoy vintage British automobiles. 
Visit us on the web at www.pedc.org. Annual club 
dues are $15.00. Meetings are held on the first 
Wednesday of the month, except December, at 
Woody’s Roadhouse Tavern, 105 Academy Street, 
Farmingdale, NJ 07727, 732.938.6404. Meetings 
begin at 7:30 PM. All British car enthusiasts are 
welcome to attend. We are also an official chapter 
of the Vintage Triumph Registry (VTR), 
www.vtr.org. 
  

NOTE: All photos in this issue of The Terminal Post 
are courtesy of the editors unless otherwise 
credited. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Classified Ads 
Want to advertise your LBC in the PEDC newsletter? E-mail your ad, and photo, to carolkyle4@earthlink.net. Classified ads 
are free to PEDC members and run for three months or until your car is sold. Please let us know if you’ve sold what you were 
selling so the ads don’t run needlessly. Ads will be dropped from the newsletter after three months unless we hear from you. 
NOTE: Neither the PEDC nor the newsletter editors are responsible for the content of these classifieds. 

 

 

 

   
 

1937 Rolls Royce 25/30 Limousine. 
Painted from original black to garnet 
and black 30 years ago. Have 
performed regular maintenance. 
Features two jump seats and a table in 
the back seat, a glass partition, and an 
exterior trunk. At the 2012 Monmouth 
County Concours d'Elegance Show, the 
car won the Preservation Award for the 
pre-1948 automobile preserved in the 
most factory original condition without 
benefit of restoration. Offers accepted. 
Contact Barbara & Buddy Moglia at 
732.449.8499,  bbmoglia@verizon.net. 
Photo courtesy of Robin Moglia. 
 
 

1950 MG TD. The car is located in Sea Bright, NJ 
and, yes, the garage it was stored in did get flooded 
during Superstorm Sandy. The car has been owned 

by the same adult enthusiast since 1979. Best 
described as a driver, a complete car that was 

reliable prior to the flood. Engine rebuilt 
approximately 4,000 miles ago. Rear-end ratio 

altered for better highway cruising. Side curtains and 
panels. Reprint of manual. Converted to negative 

ground. Owner is interested in selling strictly as is, 
due to other obligations. Asking $5,900 OBO. Call Bill 
Miller, 732.778.3274, to make an appointment to see 

the car. The car is currently not drivable, and the 
owner is not willing to make any repairs. Clear title.  

Could be a great winter project.  
Photos courtesy of Bill Miller. 

 

 
 
 

Classified ads continued on page 21 

mailto:carolkyle4@earthlink.net
mailto:bbmoglia@verizon.net
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The Terminal Post is the newsletter of the Positive 
Earth Drivers Club (PEDC), a nonprofit, all-marque 
British car club founded in 1990 and incorporated in 
2010 in central New Jersey, USA. Our newsletter is 
published monthly, except in December. The goal of 
the PEDC is to preserve, maintain, restore, drive, 
and otherwise enjoy vintage British automobiles. 
Visit us on the web at www.pedc.org. Annual club 
dues are $15.00. Meetings are held on the first 
Wednesday of the month, except December, at 
Woody’s Roadhouse Tavern, 105 Academy Street, 
Farmingdale, NJ 07727, 732.938.6404. Meetings 
begin at 7:30 PM. All British car enthusiasts are 
welcome to attend. We are also an official chapter 
of the Vintage Triumph Registry (VTR), 
www.vtr.org. 
  

NOTE: All photos in this issue of The Terminal Post 
are courtesy of the editors unless otherwise 
credited. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Mark Berkowsky, President 
mnberky@comcast.net  
609.655.0071 home 
908.715.1787 mobile 
 

Bob Canfield, Vice President 
joisuzu@optonline.net  
732.292.1944 home 
732.620.2378 mobile  

Jay Helt, Secretary 
jay.helt@verizon.net  
732.571.9200 office 
732.614.6460 mobile 
 

Andy Moutenot, Treasurer 
kamouts@comcast.net  
609.655.0554 home 
 

Karen Moutenot, Regalia Manager 
kamouts@comcast.net  
609.655.0554 home 
 

Martin Vickery, Webmaster 
martin.vickery@gmail.com 
 

Carol Kyle, Newsletter Editor 
carolkyle4@earthlink.net  
732.244.2045 home 
732.606.6422 mobile 
 

Ken Kyle, Newsletter Technical Editor 
kenkyle4@earthlink.net  
732.244.2045 home 
732.551.9462 
 

Nadine Berkowsky,  
Sunshine Committee Chair 
mnberky@comcast.net 
609.655.0071 home 
 

2013 PEDC Officers and Staff 

Classified Ads (Continued)  
 
1976 MGB. BRG/tan interior, soft top, tonneau cover, hood stick 
cover, all in very good condition. Fiberglass hard top included—needs 
paint. Four extra wire wheels included—need paint. Stored last 
several years in dry garage. Motor starts easily and runs well; clutch 
frozen. Interior in very good condition with little or no rust. Car looks 
great. Clear title. Selling as is, $4000. Car is in Park Ridge, NJ. For 
more info, call 201.937.8328. NOTE: Photos available via e-mail. 
 

 
Continued from page 8 – “Brits at the Village” Photos 

Lineup of Triumphs, 
above, and lots of 
MGs, below. “Brits at 
the Village” has been 
a great fall event for 
us. This year Bob 
Canfield led a PEDC 
caravan, and some 
members attended 
on their own, 
meeting up with 
Bob’s group for lunch 
at The Porterhouse.  
Photos courtesy of 
Barry Shandler. 

mailto:mnberky@comcast.net
mailto:joisuzu@optonline.net
mailto:jay.helt@verizon.net
mailto:kamouts@comcast.net
mailto:kamouts@comcast.net
mailto:martin.vickery@gmail.com
mailto:carolkyle4@earthlink.net
mailto:kenkyle4@earthlink.net
mailto:mnberky@comcast.net
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POSITIVE EARTH DRIVERS CLUB 

“It’s not just a club . . . it’s an attitude.” 
http://www.pedc.org   

 

2013 MEMBER REGISTRATION/RENEWAL FORM 
 

Monthly newsletter and membership dues are $15 per year per family and are due by February 28, 2013.  
 

1. Please fill out this form even if you have made no changes since last year.  
2. Make $15 check payable to: PEDC.  
3. Mail check and membership form to: Positive Earth Drivers Club (PEDC), P.O. Box 325, Cranbury, NJ 08512.  

An alternative is to simply bring the filled-out form and your check to our next monthly meeting at Woody’s. 
 

Check One:    ______ New Member        ______ Renewing Member 
 

NOTES: (1) For membership renewal, please update this form with current information (especially your e-mail address) for 
club records. (2) *Blue fields are required information. (3) Providing your cell phone number is very handy for contacting you 
on club drives.   
 
*Name: ___________________________________________ *Phone Number:  (          ) _______________________  

Spouse: _____________________________________Cell Phone Number: (          ) __________________________ 

*Street Address: _____________________________________________________________________  

*City: _________________________________________ *State: ___________ *Zip Code: ____________________ 

*E-mail: ____________________________________________________________________ 

IMPORTANT NOTE:  Our club newsletter is distributed via e-mail only. If you are unable to receive e-mail, please 
contact the club to make other arrangements to receive your newsletter. 

 

Other Club Affiliations (VTR, NAMGB, etc.) _________________________________________________________ 
 
Little British Car (LBC) VEHICLE INFORMATION: 

Make:_____________________________ Model:________________________________ Year:____________ 

Make:_____________________________ Model:________________________________ Year:____________ 

Make:_____________________________ Model:________________________________ Year:____________ 

Make:_____________________________ Model:________________________________ Year:____________ 

Make:_____________________________ Model:________________________________ Year:____________ 

Make:_____________________________ Model:________________________________ Year:____________ 
 
Privacy Statement: The PEDC collects information from members to service their memberships and further our purpose as 
a social club centered on classic British cars. The Club does not sell or otherwise distribute this information outside of our 
membership. The Club publishes an annual Membership Directory containing the contact information of members. The 
Directory is distributed only to members and is for private, non-commercial use only. Check the “Opt Out” space below if you 
do not wish your contact information to appear in the Directory. 
 

 _____ OPT OUT (Check if you DO NOT want your contact information published in the annual Membership Directory.) 

Reminder: The club meets on the first Wednesday of the month (except December) at Woody’s Roadhouse Tavern,  
105 Academy Street, Farmingdale, NJ 07727, Phone: 732.938.6404. Meetings start at 7:30 PM, but come early for dinner or 
bring your British car and talk shop in the parking lot.  

http://www.pedc.org/

