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Important Dates
to Remember
• July 1: Monthly meeting at

Woody’s, Farmingdale, NJ.

• July 7: PEDC drive to Pic-aLilli’s Inn, Shamong, NJ.

• July 8: Ice cream run to
Heavenly Havens, Allentown, NJ

• July 15: Ice cream run to Jake’s,

1985

Manalapan, NJ.

• July 18: PEDC anniversary
party, Woody’s.

• July 23: Ice cream run to
Ice Cream on 9, Howell, NJ.

• July 26: PEDC garage open
house & BBQ, Clarksburg, NJ.

• July 29: Ice cream run to Sweet
Treats, Forked River, NJ.
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WAYNE SIMPSON
THE TRIUMPH STAG
should have been an
unqualified success
story. With glamorous
Italian styling, a
luxurious interior,
4-wheel independent
suspension, a removable hard top, a
powerful yet smooth V8 engine, and a
stirring exhaust note, it was conceived to
surpass the Mercedes SL series with
which it was intended to compete.
Unfortunately, though brilliant in
conception, its execution fell short of
expectations. With a half-century of

experience behind us, we can now see
where Triumph succeeded, how they
failed, and how a dedicated group of
enthusiasts has kept the Stag alive.
The story begins in 1965 when Italian
designer Giovanni Michelotti asked his
friend Harry Webster, then Director of
Engineering at Standard Triumph, if he
could spare a Triumph 2000 chassis for a
project he was planning for the Turin
Motor Show. Michelotti enjoyed a close
relationship with Triumph and Webster,
having designed the Spitfire, Herald,
Continued on page 2 – Flagship Turns 50
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On one of Webster's frequent visits to
Turin, he saw the partly finished show
project, now a 2+2 convertible with a
wheelbase shortened by 6 inches and
showing no evidence that it was born from
a 4-door executive saloon. Webster loved
it and bought it on the spot. Once it was
finished, he had it sent home to England
and showed it to Triumph's Board of
Directors, who also loved it. And just like
that, Michelotti's show car that would
never be shown was given the code name
“Stag” (Triumph customarily gave cars
under development a 4-letter code name)
and green-lighted for production.

Meeting the Competition

Continued from page 1 – Flagship Turns 50

Vitesse, Italia (not technically a Triumph,
but built by Vignale on a TR3 chassis and
running gear), TR4, 1300, and 2000
sedans. Webster agreed, supplying a tired
factory support car that had been used
during the 1965 Le Mans effort on the
condition that if he liked the finished show
car, he would retain the right to buy it for
Triumph before it went on display.
Why did Triumph, who maintained a
styling department of their own, go to
Michelotti for their cars? There were three
main reasons. First, although they had a
styling department, they hadn't had a chief
stylist since Walter Belgrove left the
company in 1955. Michelotti, on recommendation to Webster, came on as a
styling consultant in 1957. Second,
Michelotti was a master at his craft.
One look at the Italia coupe would confirm
this. And third, he was fast. “Micho” as the
Brits called him, could take a project from
initial concept sketches to a finished
styling prototype in a matter of just 2 or 3
months, delivering a running prototype that
Triumph's engineering department could
then refine for production.
Press photo, right, showing the Stag's
luxurious interior. Note the power windows,
a first for Triumph.

ABOVE PHOTO: Stag LD2, the second
"off toolings" car and first Federal Spec
Stag, photographed in the marshes
surrounding Triumph headquarters in
Leonia NJ. This car still exists and was
recently restored by the owner in Illinois.
PREVIOUS PAGE: Promo shoot, 1971.
Federal Stag in Damson Red.
Photo captions for this article courtesy
of the author.

This is not normally how car companies
plan their new introductions. Typically
new models are developed according
to a long-range master plan, and Triumph
had no plans to field a 2+2 luxury GT.
But because offerings in that class were
sparse, Triumph saw an opportunity to
slot the Stag into a market segment
where there was little competition,
provided mostly by the Mercedes Pagoda
Roof 230 SL. Triumph took that competition so seriously that they bought a
Mercedes and studied it carefully in
developing the Stag.
Continued on page 3 – Flagship Turns 50
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Each car would have a removable steel
hard top with a soft top stowed under a
steel boot cover. Each would have
independent rear suspension. Each would
have a luxurious interior, and so forth. But
where the Mercedes had an 2.3 liter inline
6 cylinder, the Stag would have an all-new
2.5 liter fuel-injected overhead cam V8 of
thoroughly modern design, and this would
make all the difference in the critical U.S.
market, where Triumph felt most of the
new car's sales would be.
Contrary to popular opinion, the Stag V8
was not cobbled together by welding two
inline 4 cylinders together. Rather, both
the Slant Four and V8 engines were part
of a master plan by engineer Lewis Dawtry
to power all of Triumph's cars into the
future. The engines would share a
common design (although in practice they
shared very few parts) and could cover
displacement ranges from 1500 cc for the
smallest 4 cylinder to 4 liters for the largest
V8. The 4 cylinder was developed first as
a joint venture with SAAB to be used in
their 99 model, and some of the compromises required by the Swedish firm,
namely the high-mounted, gear-driven
water pump and the angled head studs,
carried over to the V8 and are contributing
factors to the engine's problems that
remain with us today.

Initially Webster wanted the Stag to launch
with the 2.5 liter inline 6 which, in fuelinjected form, he felt made plenty of power
to guarantee acceptable performance.
Others felt the V8 was required from the
outset to differentiate the Stag from its
competition. When Triumph was merged
into the behemoth that would become
British Leyland in January of 1968, the
Triumph V8 was still far from ready, and it
seemed reasonable to think that they
would instead use the 3.5 liter aluminum
V8 that Rover purchased the rights to
produce from General Motors two years
before. A trial fit was ordered, but the
results were discouraging. Clearly the
Triumph engineers didn't try very hard, as
a great many Rover V8s have found their
way into Stag bodies in the years since
and entire specialty shops have configured

their businesses around this swap.
But there are other reasons why
Triumph wanted their engine in their car.
Before the merger Rover and Triumph
were competitors, and this attitude
persisted for some time afterward.
Additionally, Triumph was projecting
sales of the Stag to be as many as
12,000 units per year, and there was
no guarantee that Rover would be able
or willing to supply that many engines.
By late 1968, Harry Webster was gone,
reassigned to head up Austin-Morris,
and Spencer King, formerly of Rover,
had taken his place at Triumph. King did
not ask for another test fit of the Rover V8,
and delays persisted for the Stag. In 2.5
liter form, the V8 was found lacking in
low-end torque. Bosch D-Jetronic fuel
injection helped this problem, but the
fuel-injected engine could not be made to
meet U.S. emissions standards. Instead,
the engine was bored out to 3 liters and a
pair of Zenith Stromberg carburetors was
fitted, giving both the required torque and
sufficiently low emissions. All Stags, no
matter the market, would carry the
Strombergs.
Continued on page 6 – Flagship Turns 50

The Triumph V8 in cutaway, above.
Triumph's first and only in-house
V8 design, it proved to be the
Stag's undoing.

The Triumph Stag 50th
anniversary logo on page 1
is used with permission of
Club Accessories,
https://clubaccessories.co.uk,
the online shop for the
Stag Owners Club (SOC),
https://www.stag.org.uk/.
All photos for this article
are courtesy of
Plain English Archive
and are used with permission.

~
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Greetings from Positive Earth
KEN KYLE, PRESIDENT

Where Do We Go From Here?

“It seems that
the safest
place for us to
be together is
outdoors,
at least for the
foreseeable
future.”

As I announced in an email blast back
on June 10th, we can now feel free to
resume club drives since the stay-at-home
order has been lifted in New Jersey. This,
of course, is terrific news, but the question
now becomes, where do we go? Or, rather,
where can we go? Although we are now
free to travel around for no essential
purpose, many of our favorite destinations
remain closed and will probably stay that
way for some time to come. On top of that,
many, if not most, of us would not be willing
to risk exposing ourselves to COVID-19
infection in these places even if they were
open. Virtually all of the members I’ve
spoken to about this agree with me that it
will be a while yet before we feel comfortable with going inside a restaurant, a bar,
a theater, or even a museum. It seems that
the safest place for us to be together is
outdoors, at least for the foreseeable
future.

So Where Does That Leave Us?
Sadly, some of our events will have to be
canceled this year. But others can still go
forward, perhaps in a modified form in
some cases. For example, we’re going to
try to have an ice cream run every
Wednesday (except when there’s a
meeting scheduled) throughout the
summer, but we’ll forego the typical dinner
gathering beforehand to make them much
simpler to plan and organize, and also
because we expect it will be difficult to get
outdoor seating at a restaurant for a large
group of people. (Keep in mind that many
restaurants will be unable to provide any
outdoor seating, and those that can will
have limited capacity in most cases.)
Likewise, organizers of outdoor destinations will have to get creative about lunch
arrangements, perhaps planning a club

picnic or scheduling a drive
on a weekday when it should
be easier to get into a restaurant’s outdoor seating with a
large group. Since most of
our membership is in a state of blissful
retirement, there’s no reason why we can’t
get a good turnout for a drive during the
week. Outdoor destinations like parks are
also less likely to be crowded on
weekdays.

A New Kind of Monthly Meeting
As for monthly meetings, Woody’s Roadside Tavern has reopened for outdoor
dining, and we plan to hold our next
meeting there on July 1st. Seating in their
outdoor area is limited, so you MUST
reserve seats in advance to attend the
meeting by contacting me directly, not the
restaurant. Reservations will be taken on a
first-come basis. Also, please understand
that you will be making a dinner
reservation by signing up for the meeting,
so you will be expected to order food. The
restaurant business has been through a
horrendous three months, and Woody’s
desperately needs your support, so please
don’t order just a beer and take up
valuable space.

We Urge You to Stay Involved
And, finally, if you were signed up to host a
club event that had to be canceled, please
don’t walk away. Be creative and try to
think of something else to host for your
club instead. Your officers are working
hard to come up with alternate plans to
cope with the fallout from the COVID-19
pandemic, but we can’t do it all alone. We
need you to step up and help us build a
new calendar together. There’s plenty of
good weather ahead, so let’s not waste
it sitting at home. Let’s get out and drive
‘em . . . together! ■
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Member Spotlight
Dave and Nancy Pittman
Mercerville, NJ
1974 MGB-GT
Dave and Nancy joined us
for the first time as
new members at our
ice cream run to TK’s
in Cream Ridge, NJ.
These are some of the
glam shots they took recently
of their B. We hope to see them
again soon at future PEDC events.

Photos courtesy of the Pittmans
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The Stag finally launched in the home
market in 1970 but would not be introduced to America until 1971, and it
didn't take long before troubles started
to surface. Engines overheated.
Heads warped. Warranty costs rose.
It's estimated that as many as 50-75%
of 1971 Stags sold in America had their
engines replaced under warranty.
Mike Cook, VP of Public Relations at
Triumph during those years, was fond
of saying, whenever asked, that
“the Stag was the only car Triumph
ever sent us that we couldn't fix.”
But there was another problem, at least
in the U.S. where the exchange rate
made British imports a hard sell.
Mike Cook again: “Even if Triumph had
gotten everything right with the Stag,
the price would have killed it.” In 1973,
a new Stag cost over $7,000 in the
U.S., much more than a typical Triumph
buyer was looking to spend. By comparison, a Ford Capri V6 cost just under
$3000, a Datsun 240Z cost $4100,
and a V8 Mustang just $3200. After only
3 years and fewer than 3000 units sold
in the U.S. market, Triumph ran up the
white flag and pulled the Stag from
North America. The model would soldier
on in the U.K., European, and Australian
markets until 1977 with a total production of just under 25,000 cars.

What Went Wrong?
During development, cars were tested
everywhere from the Sahara to the top
of Pikes Peak, where they all performed
well. But those were prototype cars with
engines hand-built by Triumph
engineers. Production engines were
built from parts manufactured by
different and more cost-effective
foundries that took less care in casting
the pieces. At the time, the Stag's heads
were the most complicated pieces ever
made by the British foundry industry,
and quality control was an issue. It was
also noted during development that Stag
engines had problems with the head
gaskets, a consequence of the uneven
Continued on page 7 – Flagship Turns 50

ABOVE: New York Auto Show, 1971. There were no less than 3 Stags on
the Triumph stand. This one is in a color I've never seen out in the wild.
BELOW: Magazine ad, 1973. They made it clear the Stag was not like any
previous Triumph.
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clamping forces applied by the Stag's
angled head studs, a carryover from
the Slant Four's origins as a joint effort
between Triumph and SAAB. A new
type of head gasket was developed,
but it was several times more expensive
than a conventional one, so the cheaper type was used in production as a
cost-saving measure.
Likewise, the high-mounted water
pump, another part of the SAAB legacy,
worked perfectly fine on the test stand,
but out in the real world, where owners
don't open the hood (excuse me,
bonnet) every day to check the coolant
level, any leak in the cooling system
could cause the level to go low, and it
didn't take much for the pump to lose
prime with disastrous consequences.
To make matters worse, there was a
high temperature warning light on the
Stag's segmented multifunction display
that would light up to let drivers know
they were in the process of overheating,
but this had a tendency to light up when
it shouldn't. Somehow this became
a problem Triumph couldn't fix, and the
action recommended by the factory was
to simply disconnect the light and
render it inoperative. So you have a car
prone to overheating with a system
intended to warn the driver that didn't
work, yet was left in place nonetheless.
When production of the Stag ended,
so did production of the Triumph V8.
Intended to power Triumph's larger cars
well into the future, it ended up in the
Stag and nowhere else. As Triumph
was developing the TR7 range in the
early 70's prior to its 1975 launch, their
plans included a V8-powered model
from the beginning, but no consideration was ever given to fitting the
Triumph V8. Triumph's wedge car was
designed from the outset to carry the
Rover engine.

related nonprofit corporation (the Stag
Owners Club Tooling Fund Ltd.)
dedicated to purchasing original
tooling and re-manufacturing parts that
are no longer available to keep the
cars on the road.

And yet today, the Stag has a strong
following, especially in the U.K. where
survival rates are high and the Stag
Owners Club boasts a membership of
around 5000, with a separate but

Over the years, a great many Stags
have been repowered with any number
of different engines from small block
Chevys to Ford Cologne V6s, but
those with the original Triumph V8 are

Triumph's new luxury GT found its way into other advertising campaigns as well. This ad for
White Stag clothing appeared in Tennis and World Tennis magazines in 1973.

the most sought after. When carefully
assembled and maintained, the Stag
V8 can be a reliable engine, albeit
one that is intolerant to even the most
benign forms of neglect. In the U.S. a
Stag is a rare sight; however, with a
small but dedicated following willing
to learn the car's weaknesses and
how to mitigate them, the Stag can
be a satisfying and stylish ride,
indeed. ■
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Signaling Your Intentions
Part 2: Third Brake Lights
RAYMOND A. CARBONE

IN THE MAY 2020 ISSUE
of The Terminal Post I
described how I rebuilt
the original flasher relay
unit in my ’64 AustinHealey BJ8 Phase I using
modern components,
converted the original
rear reflectors to active
brake/signal unit lights,
and replaced all of the
original incandescent
bulbs with compatible
LEDs. Although the high
output LEDs did brighten
my brake, running, and
signal lights, I needed to
do more. Over the years
since our LBCs were
designed, drivers have
become accustomed to

☼

seeing much higherpositioned taillights on
other vehicles. The small,
low-positioned lights of
Austin-Healeys and other
period LBCs are easily
overlooked by lessobservant drivers.

A Third Brake Light
Recently I participated in an
online forum discussion on
third brake lights, and it
became clear to me that this
was something I needed to
address. There seems to be
no shortage of after-market
units providing sequential
directional, brake, and
running lights at prices

extending to over $200.
However, in most cases,
these complex units, in
combination with the original
LBC signals, would produce
more confusion than clarity.
Therefore, I chose to install
a third brake light that
provides brake and running
lights ONLY. All in all, my
third-brake-light project cost
a staggering $13.00 plus a
little wood for the housing,
some 18-gauge wire, and
around 10 connectors (all left
over from other projects).
My solution provided a
reasonably high and clearly
visible center brake light with
a luggage rack in place.

Without the luggage rack
I probably would have
chosen a removable upper
boot-edge-mounted version.
In either case, there seems
to be no end to the choice
of third-brake-light designs
at a price that will stay
within your budget. The
examples below can be
installed on the upper edge
of the boot lid with ownerContinued on page 9 – 3rd
Above: Ray, shown right, stands
alongside his ‘64 Austin-Healey
3000 Mk III (BJ8) Phase I with
fellow enthusiasts Frank Cassarino
and Frank Muratore at Brits on the
Beach 2019. Photo by Carol Kyle.
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Continued from page 8 – 3rd
designed and soft-lined
brackets extending around the
edge, and wires placed under
the weather stripping and
attached to the appropriate
brake and running light
connections.

Limiting Third Brake
Light to Running and
Signaling Only
Since the converted reflector
lights closest to the center
third brake light already
provide turn signals, I decided
to limit the center-mounted
light to running and braking
indicators to avoid confusing
motorists behind me. Additionally, since the original
taillights also provide directional indications, I decided
there were already enough
turn signals on the back of

my car. These considerations
might be different for other
LBCs. See Figure 1 on page 10
for the protocol governing my
rear lights.

Installation
Installation of a third brake light
is highly dependent upon the
features of the unit chosen
along with the selection of
mounting location. The unit I
chose was to be mounted on
the underside of the rear-most
cross bar of my luggage rack
and required (1) the creation of
a housing with space for

internal wiring, (2) a coved
section to secure its position
onto a round bar, (3) rivet nuts
to screw the housing to the
bottom of the bar, and (4) a
larger opening in the crossbar
to rout the wiring through the
bar for an unobserved exit,
via the rack-mounting bolt hole,
into the boot. I routed the wires
behind the boot-lid weather
stripping and secured them to
the hinge bolt with a homemade
Continued on page 10 – 3rd

Top photos:
Before and after
installation of
third brake light
under the Healey
luggage rack.
Above photos:
Details of the
unit chosen.
Photos on this
page and
diagrams on
page 10
courtesy of the
author.
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Figure 1. Rear-signal Display Protocol
Right-side
Lamps

Left-side
Lamps

Third Brake Light

Center Brake
Running Lights

Reflectorconverted
Signals

Directional/
Brake
NO Running
Lights

Rear
Original
Side
Signals

clamp before passing them into
the main body. Brake lights
were then connected to a
shared output on the brake
pedal switch, with running lights
attached to a shared input for
the license plate light. The
common ground was secured to
one of the third brake light’s
rack mounting screws. See
Figure 2.

Giving Notice of Your
Driving Intentions

Third Brake Light

Converted
Reflector

Right
Directional

Left
Directional

Converted
Reflector

Running Signal Circuit

Brake Signal Circuit

Original
Taillight

Original
Taillight

Figure 2. Third-brake Light Warning

NOTE: LEDs were initially negative ground; however, in recent years they have
been supplied as polarity-insensitive. Please check with your supplier to verify
the polarity needed for your chosen third brake light.

It is no surprise that the signal
lights on a period LBC like the
Austin-Healey leave much to be
desired. Not only are these
lights small and mounted
inconspicuously low, but they
also produce minimum lumens
and each side is sup-ported
only by a reflector.
To increase visibility to other
drivers while trying to maintain
the car’s period image, I used
high-output LEDs to replace the
1157 incandescent bulbs in the
original taillights and 1156based LEDs to convert the
reflectors to supplemental
directional and brake lights.

However, although these
changes made my car more
noticeable to drivers behind me,
my lights were still located lower
than most drivers have come to
expect. The installation of a
high-mounted, third brake/
running light has complemented
both the original and the
converted lighting by being
within the observation areas
drivers have come to expect.
I expect this “full picture” of rear
illumination to make my car
much safer to drive because it
will make both my car and my
intentions much more visible to
other drivers. ■
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Happy 25th Anniversary!

EDITOR
Carol Kyle
TECHNICAL EDITOR
Ken Kyle

The Terminal Post is the newsletter of
the Positive Earth Drivers Club (PEDC),
a nonprofit, all-marque British car club
founded in 1989 and incorporated in
2010 in central New Jersey, USA.
Our newsletter is published monthly,
except in December. The goal of the
PEDC is to preserve, restore, maintain,
drive, and otherwise enjoy vintage
British automobiles. Visit us on the web
at www.pedc.org. Annual club dues are
$15.00. Meetings are held on the first
Wednesday of the month, except
December, at Woody’s Roadside
Tavern, 105 Academy Street,
Farmingdale, NJ 07727. Meetings
begin at 7:30 PM. All British car
enthusiasts are welcome to attend.
You don’t need a British car to belong
to our club, just a love of British cars.
We are also an official chapter of the
Vintage Triumph Register (VTR),
www.vtr.org.
NOTE: All photos in this issue of
The Terminal Post are courtesy of
the editors unless otherwise credited.

Long-time members
Ken & Pat Wignall,
right, celebrated
their 25th wedding
anniversary in May.
What better way to
celebrate than to
wear their
PEDC T-shirts!
The Wignalls have
organized and
hosted, among
other things,
20 PEDC annual
Father’s Day shows,
and this year’s was
another huge
success. Photo
courtesy of
Ken Wignall.

Welcome New Members
The following members have joined since May 2020:
➢ Jim & Davida Thomas, Tinton Falls, NJ, Austin-Healey Sprite
➢ Mitch & Linda Schwefel, Toms River, NJ, MGTC

SAVE THE DATE

Garage Open House & BBQ
TOM & CORINNE VASH, HOSTS
CLARKSBURG, NJ
SUNDAY, 26 JULY 2020 – WATCH FOR DETAILS!
The current Vash fleet, from left: MGTD hot rod, Austin-Healey 100, A-H Sprite, A-H 3000, and TVR 2500M. Photos by Ken & Carol on a recent visit.
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Remembering Peter Richardson
WAYNE SIMPSON
n the morning of
Sunday, April 17,
2005, a small group
of PEDC members
was parked along a
side road just off
Route 72. They
were our Southern Ocean County
people, waiting for the rest of the
group to arrive from the starting point
in Whiting, NJ. Once the two groups
met, we would continue on our way
to Batsto Village for a picnic and stroll
around the park. While they waited,
an older fellow in a white TR6 just
happened to pass by and stopped
to chat. This chance meeting was the
club's first encounter with Peter
Richardson, and within a very short
time he would become one of our
most active members. He would also
become one of my closest friends.
Peter found us at just the right time.
He had lost his wife of 40 years the
previous fall and had bought the TR6
shortly thereafter to give him something to do. Perhaps it helped him
relive a part of his distant past, when
he had owned an MG TF back when it
was a “new” car. After his wife's passing, and prior to joining the PEDC,
Peter’s oldest friends described him
as lost and unsure of where he was
going. However, the Club gave him a
purpose, and soon he was a constant
presence at meetings, shows, drives,
and gatherings.
Peter served as club treasurer from
2008-2011 and was instrumental in
assembling the financial records that
would allow me to go through the
process of incorporating the Club and
applying for our nonprofit status
during my term as secretary. He was
also the person who made first
contact with the Ocean Grove
Chamber of Commerce, strolling into
the Chamber office to chat while we
were attending a cruise-in there.
He tipped us off to the fact that the
Chamber was looking for a new

group to host an annual fall car show,
and Rodney Ford and I went back a
week later to pitch what would become
Brits on the Beach. I believe that this
single action, moving our show from
Lakewood in July 2008 to Ocean Grove
in September 2009, is what triggered
the club's growth over the past 10
years, more than doubling our membership. Peter was a staunch supporter of
our annual show, usually sponsoring
one or two trophy classes and entering
both of his cars. Somewhere in there,
I'm not sure exactly when, he was also
awarded PEDC Member of the Year.
Boredom was his enemy. He once
described his days to me as “an eternal
quest for something to do.” Fortunately
Peter had many interests other than
cars to keep him busy. He was an avid
birdwatcher and would take his morning
coffee in a spot on Barnegat Bay,
scanning the skies and water for
migrating birds. He was a woodworker,
having carved exquisite wooden duck
decoys. He was also a fly fisherman
and, before his legs betrayed him, an
enthusiastic golfer. He loved animals,
and for someone who never had
children of his own, he loved kids,
especially the small ones. He couldn't
walk past any small child without
stopping to smile and say hello. And in
spite of his sometimes gruff demeanor,
he was a sociable person, happy to
pause and chat with most anyone.
Peter and I had many adventures
together, going to car shows, scouting
routes for drives, or just accompanying
each other on errands. I used to take
him sailing with me on Barnegat Bay
until his knees would no longer allow
him to board the boat. He was with me
FROM THE TOP: Peter's MG-TF, most likely taken
before he went into the Army in 1957. Peter with
his wife, AnnMarie, the love of his life. Peter with
his granddaughter, Katherine, the new owner of
Peter's MGB-GT. She has decided to keep it.
Peter behind his TR6 at our 2005 show in
Lakewood, NJ. Photo captions and
last photo by the author.

when I bought my TR7, my Land Rover,
the Ford I bought for my wife, Mary,
and the Saab I bought for myself. As his
health declined, our more recent adventures generally consisted of lunch at
one of his favorite diners or watering
holes, where I would have to wrestle
him for the check. I will miss those
adventures greatly. RIP, friend. You will
be missed. ■
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Our 23rd Annual PEDC British Car Day – coming soon!

Brits on the Beach
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2020
10 AM – 4 PM
OCEAN GROVE, NJ










This is a rain or shine event.
Our show field, Main Avenue from Central Avenue to New York Avenue, will be closed to traffic.
Registration fee is $25 per car. Register online (see note right).
Check in and registration is 9:30 AM – 11 AM.
Something NEW this year!
Dash plaques given to first 135 cars registered. Goodie bags for all registrants.
For your convenience
Silent-auction-style drawing for door prizes is open to all registrants.
we now have digital registration.
Judging of cars is by participants’ choice, 12 noon to 2 PM.
Click here to register online:
The awards ceremony starts at ~3:00 PM.
http://pedc.org/botb/.
Classes and the number of awards per class are determined by
No extra cost to do so.
pre-registration. We expect 140 cars this year in roughly 20 classes.
Paper forms are still accepted.

Questions? Contact PEDC Show Chairman Bob Canfield, show@pedc.org.
This is our 12th year in Ocean Grove, a lovely seaside resort at the Jersey Shore, listed in the National Register of Historic
Places. It’s proved to be a great venue for us, with its quaint shops and eateries. The beach & boardwalk are just two blocks
from the show field. Stroll the town and view their beautiful Victorian architecture, including the Great Auditorium built in the
1890s. Admission to Brits on the Beach is free for visitors and spectators. DJ Rich Canfield will provide live music from all eras
for all ages, so bring the family for a day of fun. Even if you don’t show your car, come on out and join us anyway. It’s a
wonderful way to spend the day in late September!
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PEDC Classified Ads ~ Free to Members
British Cars, British Car Parts, and British Car-related Items
If you’d like to advertise something, please send me your ad: carolkyle4@comcast.net. Ads run free for members
for 3 months or until the car, or item, is sold. We can run the ad another 3 months if you let us know.

For Sale: 1974 MGB-GT
Engine just rebuilt. I’ve put 2,000 miles on it since January.
The car runs great and smooth. All mechanicals are done,
too many to list. Cosmetics are needed next – it looks good
from 10 feet. Need a million $ but will take a high offer.
Call John, 845.596.9680. Photos courtesy of the seller.

For Sale: Rare 1984 Morgan +4
BRG with a black interior. 22,000 miles, factory 2000cc Fiat twin
overhead cam, aluminum body, 5-speed close ratio Abarth box,
2-barrel Weber carb. The car has been gone over from bumper
to bumper, including replacing rubber components and more.
Have documentation of work done. Solid, beautiful Morgan.
Asking $45,000. Contact John, 732.804.1590. Photos courtesy
of the seller.
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Official PEDC Regalia for 2020 ~ Price List
CLUB APPAREL
Men’s

T-shirt, short-sleeve crew neck
T-shirt, short-sleeve crew neck with pocket
T-shirt, long-sleeve crew neck
Izod short-sleeve, silk-wash golf shirt
Denim shirt, woven, short-sleeve button-down
Denim shirt, woven, long-sleeve button-down
Sweatshirt, long-sleeve crewneck
Baseball hats

Women’s

T-shirt, short-sleeve crew neck
Izod short-sleeve, silk-wash golf shirt
Denim shirt, woven, short-sleeve button-down
Denim shirt, woven, long-sleeve button-down
Sweatshirt, long-sleeve, hooded
Baseball hats

SIZE

PRICE

OTHER CLUB ITEMS

PRICE

S-XL/XXL
S-XL/XXL
S-XL/XXL
S-XL/XXL
S-XL/XXL
S-XL/XXL
S-XL/XXL
One size fits all

$17/$19
$19/$21
$19/$21
$34/$36
$31/$34
$31/$34
$26/$29
$14

Tool bag, black
Grill badge
PEDC logo patch
Marque patch
Lapel/hat pin
Windshield sticker

$24.95
$25.00
$6.00
$5.00
$4.00
$2.00

S-XL/XXL
S-XL/XXL
S-XL/XXL
S-XL/XXL
S-XL/XXL
One size fits all

$17/$19
$26/$28
$31/$34
$31/$34
$34/$36
$14

Show your club spirit! To order the items
listed here, contact Regalia Manager
Sookie McLean, corina458@comcast.net,
(609) 276-1842. All items are supplied to
us through Fourth Gear, Ltd. Shown above
are current prices.

2

Rick Stoeber ~
1

Above, left, Rick wears our popular short-sleeve, crew neck
T-shirt in red at the PEDC 30th anniversary party at Woody’s,
July 2019. Above he wears the iconic white Izod short-sleeve
3silk-wash golf shirt at Brits on the Beach 2019, heading home,
left, from the show in his beautiful E-Type Jaguar convertible.
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PEDC Officers

PEDC Staff

KEN KYLE, PRESIDENT
kenkyle4@comcast.net
732.244.2045 home
732.551.9462 mobile

WOODY SMITH, VICE PRESIDENT
esmith0349@aol.com
732.681.5618 home
732.619.8151 mobile

BOB CANFIELD, SHOW CHAIRMAN
joisuzu@optonline.net
732.620.2378 mobile
* also a Trustee at Large

ART BECKER, SECRETARY
arttvr@aol.com
609.597.4966 home
609.548.1983 mobile

DEAN LAVERGNE, TREASURER
deanlav@yahoo.com
848.217.7092 home
732.580.7837 mobile

CAROL KYLE, NEWSLETTER EDITOR
carolkyle4@comcast.net
732.606.6422 mobile
RUSS SHARPLES, IT MANAGER
rpsinet-mga@yahoo.com
609.721.2149 mobile
MARTIN VICKERY, WEBMASTER
martin.vickery@gmail.com
732.856.7518 mobile
SOOKIE MCLEAN, REGALIA MANAGER
corina458@comcast.net
609.276.1842 mobile

President
Ken Kyle

Secretary
Art Becker

Vice President
Woody Smith

Treasurer
Dean LaVergne

NADINE BERKOWSKY, SUNSHINE
mnberky@comcast.net
609.655.0071 home

PEDC Trustees at Large, 2020-2021
MIKE BROWNE
captain61ny@aol.com
609.971.2975 home
609. 618.7559 mobile

STEVE MUNDT
ssmundt@juno.com
609.581.8625 home
609.369.1190 mobile

JOHN QUELCH
johnr.quelch@gmail.com
732.995.3539 mobile

MARK WINTJEN
cptwintch@comcast.net
732.264.2577 home

Trustee at Large
Mike Browne

Trustee at Large
Steve Mundt

Trustee at Large
John Quelch

Trustee at Large
Mark Wintjen

Photo of Mark Wintjen courtesy of Mark Wintjen. Photo of Martin Vickery courtesy of Martin Vickery.

Show Chairman
Bob Canfield *

Newsletter Editor
Carol KyleKyle

IT Manager
Russ Sharples

Webmaster
Martin Vickery

Regalia Manager
Sookie McLean

Sunshine
Nadine Berkowsky
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2020 Calendar of Events ~ PEDC and Other
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic this year, many events have been canceled or rescheduled
to a later date. Please check this calendar often to see what is current. Also, visit our
newly designed website, www.pedc.org, for an up-to-date calendar of events.
As well, stay tuned for our email blasts, which provide up-to-the-minute
announcements of what’s happening with our car club.

JULY
1, Wednesday, PEDC monthly meeting at Woody’s Roadside Tavern, 6 PM, http://woodysroadside.com/. NOTE: Dining will
be outdoors and seating is limited via RSVP to President Ken, kenkyle4@comcast.net, 732.244.2045. Please see the
PEDC email blast dated 23 June 2020 for additional details. Note: There are no June meeting minutes, as the meeting
was canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
5, Sunday, “Rebels vs. Redcoats,” classic car show at Washington Crossing State Park, 1112 River Road, Washington
Crossing, PA 18977, 10 AM – 2 PM. Featuring American & French (Rebels) and British & German (Redcoats) cars
representing the four countries involved in the American Revolution. Accepting cars from all years up to 1995. Space is limited
to the first 200 cars. Click here for more info: http://everycarshow.com/event/rebels-redcoats-classic-car-show-2/.
Canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
5, Sunday, Cars & Crumpets, Dunkin Donuts, 246 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 9 AM – 12 noon. Fair weather event only –
no rain date. Route 202 southbound, just south of Route 10. Bring a child, and he or she will receive a model of a British car!
New attendees will receive a Cars & Crumpets patch. All attendees are eligible to receive a gift certificate from Rock Auto.

7, Tuesday, PEDC drive to and outdoor lunch at Pic-a-Lilli Inn, 866 Route 206, Shamong, NJ 08088. Meet at Woody’s, 10 AM.
Click here for info: http://www.picalilli.com/menu.php. Mort Resnicoff & Fredda Fine, organizers. Rain date is July 9th.
8, Wednesday, PEDC ice cream run to Heavenly Havens Creamery, 335 Main Street, Allentown, NJ 08501. Click here for info:
https://havenscreamery.com/. Russ & Pam Sharples, organizers.
10-11, Friday to Saturday, PEDC overnight drive to the Classic Auto Mall, https://www.classicautomall.com/,
6180 Morgantown Road, Morgantown, PA 19543 and K&T Automotive, 1535 New London Road, Landenberg, PA 19350,
https://www.kandtautomotive.com/. Bob Canfield, organizer, joisuzu@optonline.net.
Canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
15, Wednesday, PEDC ice cream run to Jake’s Cree-Mee-Freeze Ice Cream, 337 Route 33 East, Manalapan, NJ,
http://jakescreemeefreeze.com/. Serving great ice cream since 1991. Mort Resnicoff & Fredda Fine, organizers.
18, Saturday, PEDC 30 Again! Anniversary Party & BBQ, Woody’s Roadside Tavern, http://woodysroadside.com/,
Ken & Carol Kyle, organizers. TENTATIVE
19, Sunday, Formula 1 Rolex British Grand Prix, https://www.formula1.com. This event is being held with no spectators,
i.e., no public attendance; however, it will be televised.
19, Sunday, Cars & Crumpets, Dunkin Donuts, 246 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 9 AM – 12 noon. Fair weather event only
– no rain date. Route 202 southbound, just south of Route 10. Bring a child, and he or she will receive a model of a British car!
New attendees will receive a Cars & Crumpets patch. All attendees are eligible to receive a gift certificate from Rock Auto.
23, Thursday, PEDC ice cream run to Ice Cream on 9, Route 9, Howell, NJ, Rich & Donna Huy, organizers.
26, Sunday, PEDC garage open house, tech session, & BBQ, Tom & Corinne Vash, Clarksburg, NJ. Watch for details.
29, Wednesday, PEDC ice cream run to Sweet Treats & Ice Cream, 249 North Main Street (Route 9), Forked River, NJ 08731,
https://www.facebook.com/sweettreatsnj/?rf=709704469081836, Jack & Sookie McLean, organizers.
Continued on page 18 – Calendar of Events
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2020 Calendar of Events ~ Continued
JULY (CONTINUED)
30, Thursday, PEDC dinner & theater outing, Surflight Theater, 201 Engleside Avenue, Beach Haven, NJ, 08008,
https://www.surflight.org/, “Caberet,” 8 PM. Dinner before, 5:30 PM, Carmen’s, 122 North Bay Avenue, Beach Haven.
$58.95pp for dinner and show. RSVP by July 12th to organizer Linda Browne, lbrowne414@aol.com. NOTE: Theater changed
show from “Legally Blonde” to “Cabaret.” Canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

AUGUST
1, Saturday, 16th Annual Pennypacker Mills British Car Show, Schwenksville, PA, rain or shine. Hosted by
Delaware Valley Classic MG Club. Click here for more information: http://www.dvcmg.com/events/car-show-info.
Canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic and rescheduled to next year – Saturday, 7 August 2021.
2, Sunday, Cars & Crumpets, Dunkin Donuts, 246 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 9 AM – 12 noon. Fair weather event only
– no rain date. Route 202 southbound, just south of Route 10. Bring a child, and he or she will receive a model of a British car!
New attendees will receive a Cars & Crumpets patch. All attendees are eligible to receive a gift certificate from Rock Auto.
5, Wednesday, PEDC monthly meeting at Woody’s Roadside Tavern, 7:30 PM, http://woodysroadside.com/.
12, Wednesday, PEDC ice cream run to Evergreen Dairy Bar, 1643 Route 70, Vincentown, NJ (near Medford, NJ),
https://m.facebook.com/EvergreenDairybar/, Art & Joann Becker, organizers. Serving food & ice cream since 1949!
16, Sunday, Cars & Crumpets, Dunkin Donuts, 246 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 9 AM – 12 noon. Fair weather event only
– no rain date. Route 202 southbound, just south of Route 10. Bring a child, and he or she will receive a model of a British car!
New attendees will receive a Cars & Crumpets patch. All attendees are eligible to receive a gift certificate from Rock Auto.
19, Wednesday, PEDC ice cream run to Gil & Bert’s ice cream, 69 North Main Street, Cranbury, NJ 08512,
https://www.facebook.com/GilandBertsIceCream/, Mark & Nadine Berkowsky, organizers.
22, Saturday, PEDC outing to the Escape Room, Rich & Donna Huy, organizers.
24, Monday, 8th Annual Greenbriar Oceanaire all-marque car show, Greenbriar Oceanaire Golf & Country Club, Wells Mills
Road, Waretown, NJ. The PEDC is invited. Rain date is August 31st. WBNJ91.9 will be broadcasting music. Two cash door
prizes (drawing at 3:30 PM). Gina’s Café selling burgers, hotdogs, and more. Mike Browne, PEDC point of contact.
26, Wednesday, PEDC ice cream run to Nicholas Creamery, River Road, Fair Haven, Ken & Carol Kyle, hosts. TBD
29 Saturday, PEDC drive to Naval Air Station Wildwood Air Museum, Rio Grande, NJ. Bob Canfield, organizer.

SEPTEMBER
2, Wednesday, PEDC monthly meeting at Woody’s Roadside Tavern, 7:30 PM, http://woodysroadside.com/.
6, Sunday, Cars & Crumpets, Dunkin Donuts, 246 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 9 AM – 12 noon. Fair weather event only
– no rain date. Route 202 southbound, just south of Route 10. Bring a child, and he or she will receive a model of a British car!
New attendees will receive a Cars & Crumpets patch. All attendees are eligible to receive a gift certificate from Rock Auto.
9, Wednesday, PEDC ice cream run to Smylie’s, 23203 Columbus Road, Columbus, NJ 08022. For more info:
https://smyliesicecreamshop.com/. Smylie’s has a Little Rascals theme. Steve & Theresa Mundt, organziers.
11-13, Friday to Sunday, PEDC overnight drive to British Invasion car show, Stowe, VT. https://www.britishinvasion.com/
Billed as New England’s largest British automobile show and celebration. 9 AM – 5 PM, Saturday; and 9 AM – 3 PM,
Sunday. Charlie Schirm, organizer. Watch for details.
Continued on page 19 – Calendar of Events
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2020 Calendar of Events ~ Continued
SEPTEMBER (CONTINUED)
12, Saturday, 25th Red Mill British Car Day, Clinton, NJ, at the Red Mill Museum Village, 56 Main Street, Clinton, NJ
08809, 10 AM – 3 PM. Register here: https://www.austin-healey-stc.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/2020Red-Mill-Flyer_FINAL.pdf. Rain date: Sunday, 13 June. Note: Rescheduled from 6 June 2020.
13, Sunday, 27th Annual British Motorcar Gathering, Alfred J. Fritchman Reservoir Park, 3400 Reservoir Road, Hellertown,
PA, sponsored by the Keystone Region MG Club, Inc., http://www.keystonemg.com/hellertown.html, rain or shine.
Canceled until 2021.
19, Saturday, PEDC drive to Motorsports Park, 47 Warbird Drive, Millville, NJ, https://njmp.com/, Tom Vash, organizer.
20, Sunday, PEDC rally, Barry Shandler, rallymaster.
20, Sunday, Cars & Crumpets, Dunkin Donuts, 246 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 9 AM – 12 noon. Fair weather event only
– no rain date. Route 202 southbound, just south of Route 10.
23, Wednesday, PEDC goodie-bag stuffing party, 6-9 PM, Brick, NJ, Rodney & Kathy Ford, organizers.
26, Saturday, PEDC 23rd Annual British Car Day, “Brits on the Beach,” car show, Main Avenue, Ocean Grove, NJ.
Our big event of the year! Bob Canfield, show chairman, joisuzu@optonline.net. Contact Bob for more information,
for questions, or if you want to volunteer to help. See page 13 for more details.
27, Sunday, New Jersey Triumph Association (NJTA) Fallfest, Fosterfields Living Historical Farm, 73 Kahdena Road,
Morris Township, NJ 07960, https://njtriumphs.org/. More info to follow.
30, Wednesday, PEDC ice cream run to Sundae’s, 10 NE Central Avenue, Seaside Park, NJ, Tom & Alice Albertalli, hosts

OCTOBER
3, Saturday, PEDC tech session, Goodfellas Farmingdale Citgo, 28 Main Street, Farmingdale, NJ 07727, Bob Canfield &
John Quelch, organizers. RSVP to Bob, joisuzu@optonline.net, or John, johnr.quelch@gmail.com.
4, Sunday, Cars & Crumpets, Dunkin Donuts, 246 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 9 AM – 12 noon. Fair weather event only
– no rain date. Route 202 southbound, just south of Route 10.
7, Wednesday, PEDC monthly meeting at Woody’s Roadside Tavern, 7:30 PM, http://woodysroadside.com/.
10, Saturday, Britfest, 9 AM – 3 PM, 78 Eyland Avenue (at Horseshoe Lake), Succasunna, NJ 07876. Sponsored by the MG
Car Club Central Jersey Centre, Inc., http://www.mgccnj.org. Rescheduled from 2 May 2020.
18, Sunday, Cars & Crumpets, Dunkin Donuts, 246 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 9 AM – 12 noon. Fair weather event only
– no rain date. Route 202 southbound, just south of Route 10.
24, Saturday, PEDC 4th Annual Halloween Costume Party, Wall, NJ. Woody & Sue Smith, hosts. What will you wear?
25, Sunday, PEDC fall foliage drive to Hunterdon County. Lunch at Sergeantsville Inn, followed by a drive to the
Beneduce Vineyards and Winery for wine tasting (optional). Ken & Carol Kyle, organizers, kenkyle4@comcast.net.

NOVEMBER
4, Wednesday, PEDC monthly meeting at Woody’s Roadside Tavern, 7:30 PM, http://woodysroadside.com/.

Continued on page 20 – Calendar of Events
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2020 Calendar of Events ~ Concluded
DECEMBER

An elegant banquet room awaits us at the Jumping
Brook Country Club, as does a beautiful foyer and
other spaces for gathering, above.

12, Saturday, PEDC annual Christmas/holiday party, Jumping Brook Country Club, Neptune, NJ – a new venue for us!
DJ Rich Canfield, dancing, buffet dinner, cash bar, prizes, and more. Mort Resnicoff & Fredda Fine, organizers.

PEDC Annual Christmas/holiday Party

SATURDAY, 12 DECEMBER 2020, 7-11 PM
JUMPING BROOK COUNTRY CLUB, NEPTUNE, NJ
MORT RESNICOFF & FREDDA FINE, HOSTS
PLEASE SAVE THE DATE!
Photo above from a private Christmas card collection. Photo source unknown.

The Terminal Post Page 21 of 22

Ads from
PEDC Show
Sponsors
Commercial ads are available
upon request to both PEDC
member-owned and nonmemberowned businesses that provide
sponsorship for any PEDC show
or event. Ads will run for a period of
one year after the sponsored
show or event and must be
car-related. Ad size will be at the
discretion of the newsletter editor
and will appear on a spaceavailable basis. (An exception to
this is British Marque Car Club
News, which does not provide
sponsorship but offers our
members a discount on their
publication. In return the PEDC
makes this discount known to our
members via newsletter ad.)
Interested in becoming a
show sponsor? Contact
Show Chairman Bob Canfield,
joisuzu@optonline.net.
Island John Gazarek on his Triumph Daytona
500 and Alice Cassell Gazarek in their
MG Midget, “Midgie,” shown below,
heading home after Brits on the Beach 2018.
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Get Out and Drive ‘Em!

2013

In May 2015, Russ Sharples led a PEDC drive down to the Eastern Shore of Maryland.
It was a memorable weekend. Six cars participated, including Russ in his MGA,
Mort Resnicoff & Fredda Fine in their MGTD, Mike & Linda Browne in their
Mini Cabriolet, Tom & Alice Albertalli in their MGB, and, not shown, Woody & Sue
Smith in their Aston Martin and Ken & Carol Kyle in their Jaguar XK8.
Included in the weekend was a stop at the Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge in
Cambridge, MD. Just us six British cars and about 1,000 female bicyclists sharing the
road. (No kidding, apparently there was some kind of bicycling event that weekend
in the Refuge.) See article in The Terminal Post, August 2015.

2017

2015

